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Icon:
Jesus Kissing Mary Tenderly
Resource 1.3

Egg tempera on flat board, Prodromou Monastery, Mount Athos, Greece, 2000.
This icon was written at Prodromou Monastery on Mount Athos in Greece. It is the image of Mary, the mother
of God holding Jesus. Jesus’ arm is slid underneath Mary’s cloak in an act of intimacy. The icon represents
God coming into the world only after the active consent of Mary as expressed in the Annunciation. In
iconography, Jesus wears a first layer of red and a second overlay of blue. This clothing is the reverse of
that which Mary wears. Mary wears an undergarment of blue over the garment of red. The color-coding is
important, because red represents divinity while blue represents humanity. Jesus wears divinity and puts
on humanity while Mary wears humanity and puts on divinity. Jesus is a small child and so his humanity,
represented in blue, is similarly small. Jesus’s foot has its sole exposed as a symbol of his vulnerability. Mary
makes reference to Jesus with her hand. The two kiss tenderly. This is a fine icon to use when considering
the compassion and pastoral care we need to exhibit when leading congregations in stewardship. Like Mary,
we point to Jesus in everything we do. Like Mary, we make our “yes” with every word we speak. And like to
Mary, Jesus is very close to us, intimate in our work.
Luke 1
35
The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be
barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let
it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.
Prayer
Father of all mercies, you approached Mary with a great tenderness through an angel, asking her if she
would participate in the great work of salvation. Mary responded with a great “yes” and so unfolded
salvation. Help us to speak our “yes” as we lead our congregations through the hard work of stewardship
and evangelism. Mary spoke her “yes” with great courage, aware of the dangers, and so too do we. When we
face anger, resentment and resistance in our stewardship work, help us to see with the eyes of compassion,
aware of the great shame our culture feels with regard to its money and its stewardship. As we do this work,
may we feel the face of Jesus at our cheek. Amen.
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ELEVATE our chapter to new heights. Inspiring ourselves to continually grow professionally, the breakeven programs committee researches and delivers only industry relevant topics. The programs committee
provides a monthly luncheon and has written a success story for the industry and the community with the
growth seen in the past few years. The average SMPS luncheon has grown to an average of 76 attendees up
from 74 from last year.
After every SMPS event, a survey is sent to participants asking them to rate venue,
speaker (if applicable), and topics. Most recently, the chapter has improved upon luncheons and menu as
a result of surveys launched by the chapter. The chapter has sent 17 event surveys as well as other midyear
surveys to check in with members. On a scale of 1 to 5, the chapter has received After every SMPS event, a
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programs committee researches and delivers only industry years. The average SMPS luncheon has grown to
an average of 76 attendees up from 74 from last year.
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