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Icon:
The Crucifixion Presence
Resource 2.22

The Johanine Crucifixion: 19th Century, Russian, Round tempera on wood with gold tooling
This icon depicts a Johannine crucifixion, complete with the three women and the Beloved Disciple at the
Cross. It is here that Jesus forms the church. The Russian icon shows a city, representing the Kingdom and
mission of God, with a sky of tooled gold representing God’s glory surrounding the mission—a theme of
John’s gospel. This icon is a valuable image for use in stewardship because it reminds the meditator of two
essential things needed in teaching financial development in our churches:
We, like Mary and John, “make presence” with the church and its donors as they suffer confusion, greed and
longing for a new heaven and a new earth. We stand there with a people suffering from too much money
and too many options. The suffering of choice when the church is so valuable, and the media so wellfunded, catches donors as the weak end of the triangle. We stand with the people as they work out the role
of money in their lives.
We remember that the money we seek to raise must be money raised for an arresting, vital, powerful and
meaningful case-for-support. The Glory of God is no small case-for-support. Too often, money is raised for
dull-grey and not tooled gold. Our work must be to raise money for mission worthy of being funded. We, as
bodies, are what we eat. Our orientation shifts. We, as souls, are what we adore. Either we adore ourselves
with our money or we adore Jesus, as the living church. Helping people to give is part of this adoration-shift.
John 19:25-30
Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside
her, he said to his mother, ‘Woman, here is your son.’ 27 Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’
And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.
After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), ‘I am thirsty.’
A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and
held it to his mouth. 30 When Jesus had received the wine, he said, ‘It is finished.’ Then he bowed his head
and gave up his spirit.
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Prayer
Father of all mercy, be present to us and we stand, present to the church, Christ’s wounded body, and let
your glory shine as we work to raise money and care for donors. Amen.
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