
Egg tempera on flat wood, Athens, 2000

Here we see John the Baptist with the wings of fire that the church usually attributes to an archangel.  John 
is giving these wings—a symbol of having been sent from God to accomplish a task. In iconography the thin 
staff and the wings of fire are the two symbols of God’s authority given to a representative. John stands 
on flat green land at the foot of the mountains so large that they are pictured as entirely ice-covered. The 
image calls to question the punctuation which the church attributes to the passage from Isaiah which 
John’s Gospel places from John the Baptist’s mouth. By moving the comma after the word “wilderness” 
back to after the word “crying” it is we who find ourselves in the wilderness and John the Baptist who 
speaks to us in our wilderness. As leaders in Fearless Church Fundraising, our calling is to help people in 
our churches to deal effectively with the greed and materialism which surround them.

John, Chapter One
19 This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who 
are you?” 20 He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 21 And they asked him, 
“What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22 Then they said to 
him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, 
“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet 
Isaiah said. 24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25 They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing 
if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize with water. 
Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27 the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to 
untie the thong of his sandal.” 28 This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 

Prayer
God of all power and mercy, give us Grace and strength to bear the powerful message of conversion 
which John the Baptist so courageously spoke to people in various wildernesses. It can be terrifying 
to be a witness of a message which calls people to conversion. It is also frightening to know that John 
was ultimately beheaded. And yet we see these wings of fire, and we know that God is with us as we 
do the prophetic work of calling people to an awareness of bounty and gratitude—away from fear and 
scarcity. Like John the Baptist, we face people who are confused and frightened. Give to us the courage and 
conviction of John the Baptist as we lead the people of God to a deeper philanthropy. Amen
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a result of surveys launched by the chapter. The chapter has sent 17 event surveys as well as other midyear 
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